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FORD MOTOR COMPANY AT _75 
ANNCR: TODAY CFRIDAY JUNE 16,) THE FORD MOTOR COMPANY IS CELEBRATING 
75 YEARS OF BUSINESS. THE COMPANY HAS SCHEDULED SPEECHES AND 
PARADES AT CORPORATE HEADQUARTERS IN DEARBORN, MICHIAGAN AND 
OTHER PLACES AROUND THE COUNTRY. GARY EDQUIST HAS THIS 


REPORT ON THE FORD MOTOR COMPANY. 


VOICE: AN 1898 NEWSPAPER CARRIED A FEW LINES ON A BACK PAGE REPORTING 
THAT HENRY FORD OF DETROIT, MICHIGAN HAD "BUILT A NUMBER OF 
GASOLINE VEHICLES."' FROM THAT LITTLE-NOTICED BEGINNING HAS 
COME WHAT IS NOW ONE OF THIS COUNTRY'S LARGEST CORPORATIONS 
WITH SALES LAST YEAR OF 38-THOUSAND-MILLION DOLLARS. TODAY 
FORD EXECUTIVES CAN BOAST WITH PRIDE THAT THE COMPANY HAS 
SOLD MORE THAN 100-MILLION AUTOMOBILES AND TRUCKS AND 
EMPLOYS NEARLY HALF-A-MILLION PEOPLE, BUT THERE HAVE BEEN 
TIMES WHEN IT WAS DOUBTFUL THAT THE FORD COMPANY WOULD EVEN 


SURVIVE. 


THE FORD MOTOR COMPANY BEGAN IN AN OLD DETROIT WAGON FACTORY 


ON JUNE 16, 1903. | THERE WERE 10 EMPLOYEES, SOME TOOLS AND 
BLUEPRINTS AND A FEW THOUSAND DOLLARS FROM INVESTORS DARING 
ENOUGH TO TAKE A RISK ON HENRY FORD'S DREAM OF A VEHICLE 
POWERED BY A GASOLINE ENGINE, FORD DID NOT BUILD THE FIRST 
AUTOMOBILE IN THE UNITED STATES; THAT HONOR WENT IN 1898 

TO THE DURYEA BROTHERS OF MASSACHUSETTS, THE GREATEST ASSET 


OF THE NEW COMPANY WAS HENRY FORD, HIMSELF, WHO HAD FIRMLY 


IN HIS MIND THAT HE COULD BUILD AN AUTOMOBILE THAT ALMOST 


EVERYONE COULD AFFORD, | THERE WAS A SERIES OF EARLY FORD 


AUTOMOBILES, AND A FEW STILL SURVIVE TO THIS DAY, BUT MOST 
OF THOSE EARLY MODELS WERE EXPERIMENTS TO SEE WHAT WORKED 


VOICE: 
CCONT'D) 
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BEST. IN 1908 FORD BEGAN DEVELOPING A NEW AUTOMOBILE, ONE 
THAT HE FELT WOULD PUT AMERICA ON WHEELS. HIS CREATION WAS 


CALLED THE MODEL T, A NOISY, UNATTRACTIVE, AND UNCOMFORTABLE 


AUTOMOBILE THAT SOMEHOW WON THE HEARTS OF ALL WHO DROVE IT, 


EVERYTHING ABOUT THE MODEL T WAS STRICTLY UTILITARIAN. THERE 
WAS NO SPEEDOMETER AND NO ELECTRIC STARTER, BUT EACH AUTO- 
MOBILE CAME EQUPPED WITH A HAND CRANK TO START THE ENGINE. 
THERE WAS ALSO THE OLD JOKE, PFRHAPS BEGUN BY HENRY FORD 
HIMSELF, THAT A CUSTOMER COULD HAVE THE CAR PAINTED ANY 


COLOR...SO LONG AS IT WAS Back. | IN THE 16 YEARS BETWEEN 


1908 AND 1924, THERE WERE MORE THAN 10-MILLION MODEL T'S 


PRODUCED, AND ALMOST EVERY YEAR FORD REDUCED THE PRICE 
UNTIL IN 1926 THE MODEL T ROADSTER SOLD FOR 260 DOLLARS. 

BY 1916, WITH 7-THOUSAND DEALERS ACROSS THE NATION, THE 
FORD MOTOR COMPANY WAS BUILDING HALF OF ALL THE AUTOMOBILES 


SOLD IN THE UNITED STATES. | CONSUMER DEMAND FOR FORD 


AUTOMOBILES DURING THOSE EARLY YEARS WAS TREMENDOUS, WHICH 
CALLED FOR GREATER SPEED IN FACTORY PRODUCTION, SO IN 1913, 
HENRY FORD BEGAN EXPERIMENTING WITH METHODS TO BUILD MORE 
AUTOMOBILES, AND THF MOST PROMISING WAY WAS A MOVING ASSEMBLY 
BELT. THE ASSEMBLY LINE, AS IT SOON CAME TO BE CALLED, 
BROUGHT A SURGE IN PRODUCTION, BUT AT A CERTAIN COST. FORD 
CRITICS SAY IT HAD THE UNEXPECTED RESULT OF INCREASED LABOR 
TURNOVER IN FORD PLANTS CAUSED BY THE DEMORALIZING EFFECT 


OF SPEED AND MONOTONY ALONG THE ASSEMBLY LINE. 


HENRY FORD WAS ALWAYS AT THE CENTER OF CONTROVERSY. HE WAS 
A STAUNCH PACIFIST AND TRIED ALMOST SINGLEHANDEDLY IN 1916 
TO END WORLD WAR ONE. TRUE TO HIS CONVICTIONS, HE OPPOSED 


FOR A TIME AT LEAST AMERICAN ENTRY INTO THE SECOND WORLD WAR, 
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VOICE: HE WAS A FOOD FADDIST, STRONGLY OPPOSED TO THE USE OF 
CCONT'D) 
TOBACCO OR ALCOHOL, AND BFCAME NOTORIOUS FOR HIS ANTI- 


SEMITISM, 


HENRY FORD FIRMLY BELIEVED IN A DECENT WAGE FOR HARD WORK, SO 
WHEN THE FORD COMPANY ANNOUNCED IN 1914 THAT WORKERS WOULD 
RECEIVE FIVE DOLLARS FOR AN EIGHT HOUR WORK DAY WHEN THE 
REST OF THE AUTO INDUSTRY WAS PAYING TWO DOLLARS EIGHTY CENTS 
A DAY, THE NEWS WAS SENSATIONAL. IMMEDIATELY HENRY FORD 
BECAME ABOUT THE MOST FAMOUS MAN IN THE COUNTRY AND THE MOST 
SOUGHT AFTER JOBS IN THE COUNTRY WERE AT THE FORD MOTOR 


COMPANY. 


DESPITE HIS GENIUS AND VISION, HENRY FORD WAS NO MATCH FOR 
THE VAST ORGANIZATIONAL SKILLS OF THE MEN DIRECTING GENERAL 
MOTORS, HIS CHIEF RIVAL IN THE AUTOMOBILE INDUSTRY, BECAUSE 
OF POOR MANAGEMENT AND RESISTANCE TO STYLING AND ENGINEER 
CHANGES, FORD LOST ITS PREEMINENCE AS THE NATION'S LARGEST 
AUTO MAKER TO GENERAL MOTORS. BY THE EARLY 1940S, THE 

FORD MOTOR COMPANY WAS IN DFSPERATE CONDITION AND VERY NEAR 
TOTAL ECONOMIC COLLAPSE. IT WAS ONLY THROUGH THE HARD WORK 
OF GRANDSON HENRY FORD THE SECOND THAT THE COMPANY REVERSED 
ITS DECLINE AND BEGAN TO PROSPER. NOW, ACCORDING TO FORTUNE 


MAGAZINE, FORD MOTOR COMPANY RATES AS THE NATION'S THIRD 


LARGEST CORPORATION, [OUTRANKED ONLY BY GENERAL MOTORS 
}| CNUMBER 1) AND THE EXXON OIL COMPANY (NUMBER 2). [ HOWEVER, 


THERE ARE STILL ENORMOUS PROBLEMS FACING THE COMPANY, FORD 
OFFICIALS FACE THE POSSIBLE RECALL OF ONE-MILLION COMPACT 
CARS. AND A GROUP OF STOCKHOLDERS HAS FILED A LAWSUIT 


CONTENDING THAT FORD OFFICIALS, AMONG THEM HENRY FORD THE 


VOICE: 
CCONTD) 


SPECIAL FEATURE NO, 3-1801 PAGE 4 
SECOND, ARE GUILTY OF BRIBERY. MISTER FORD HAS DENIED THE 
CHARGES, THROUGH ALL THE PROBLEMS, THE FORD FAMILY HAS 
REMAINED IN FITM CONTROL OF THE COMPANY. AND ITS PRESENT 
HEAD, 60 YEAR OLD HENRY FORD THE SECOND, IS AS COLORFUL 
AND DYNAMIC A LEADER AS HIS FAMOUS GRANDFATHER, THE MAN 
WHO HELPED PUT AMERICA, AND THE WORLD, ON WHEELS. 
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